Meeting of the: 
COMMISSION FOR A GREENER TOMORROW AD-HOC COMMITTEE

Location:
City Hall – Birch Room

Date/Time:
Monday, August 23, 2010

Officers Attending:
Sara Hinz

Others Attending:
Brain Bushnell, Fred Heider, Mayor Jim Tipple and Scott Miles

Minutes

I.      Call to Order at 5:37 PM

II.    Motion made by Brian B to approve minutes from Aug 9th. 
seconded by Scott M.  Motion passed unanimously.

III.    Introductions:  Fred H, Sara H, Mayor Tipple, Brian B and Scott M

IV.    Green Team  Report:  Produce bags still in the IGA.  Money for Woman’s Community has been received but bags are not available for purchase.  (Promo/point of sale display may be necessary to market bags in stores.)

V.    Recap of Forum Discussion:  Fred presented information about a “webinar” that discusses what comes next for communities that have commissions or green groups (eco-municipalities).  Sara will provide the link to this site.  Mary K and Lou P were not available and the Mayor indicated that he would make department heads or city staff aware of the program and available to participate if needed.  Mayor Tipple will inform Council members of the forum (once a date has been set) and they will be encouraged to attend also.  The Chamber  might be interested in taking the lead in getting groups to the Forum.  (Mayor Tipple explained the budget process and timelines that are followed by the City.  A final budget is approved in early November, but department requests are on-going with the Finance Committee, dept heads and the Mayor involved throughout the summer and fall.)  

VI.    Art from the Park:  Mark was busy with the “Art from the Park” programs that happen on Mon eve.  CVA has an interesting display of products made from the wood of Marathon Park.  The artwork was done by local woodworkers and is for sale.  If you want to see it drop in the CVA center on the 400 block (or Marathon Park on Mon eve.)

VII.    City Recommendations:  Mayor Tipple spoke about the Commission’s role over the past three years.  He noted the following:

A.    “Clean Up Wausau” was a HUGE success!  The Commission’s work on those days helped with the collection of recyclable items and provide educational materials for the 1000 cars that passed through and recycled goods.  The City broke even with the cost of tires being offset by scrap metal money.  It was helpful to the environment, helpful to non-profit organizations and great exposure for the Commission.  It could be used as a model for other municipalities in the area.  Sending a letter to municipalities offering to organize and staff the event might also help them move toward eco-municipality resolutions.  We will discuss this topic at other meetings.
B.    The City of Wausau should not be the only municipality that works toward sustainability.  Other governments should be encouraged to be part of the efforts.  A letter was sent to all surrounding towns several years ago and should be done again.  
C.    Recycling for the downtown concerts and special events was discussed and seemed to be a real possibility.  Brad Lenz, City Planner, will review what we gave the mayor (see last meeting’s minutes for details) and he will review it and get back to Brian or Scott.  A recycling recommendation would be sent to the Planning Commission for approval.  From there it goes to the Council.  The Mayor will invite Brad to attend our next meeting to discuss the ordinance.
D.    Other ideas discussed included hazardous waste (drug) clean-up, bike lane markings, coordination of traffic lights in the City  and storm water sediment treatment.  Picking the “low hanging fruit” would move Wausau along the path of becoming an eco-municipality.  Brian also commented that “If the City can’t make decisions that are sustainable (because of costs or politics), at least try not to make decisions or choices that make sustainable choices or options impossible in the future.”

VIII.    Meeting adjourned at 6:42 PM.  NEXT MEETING SEPT 13th.  (NO MEETING ON SEPT 27th!!!!!)

