Commission for a Greener Tomorrow

October 25, 2010

Birch Room, City Hall 

Wausau, WI

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:35 PM by Sara Hinz.

II. Review of Minutes:  Fred H. moved to approve the minutes from the Oct 11th meeting and Deb K. seconded it.  It passed unanimously.

III. Introductions:  Deb K., Sara H., Brian B., Fred H. and Scott M attended the meeting.

IV. Committee Update:  The Marathon County Bike and Pedestrian Committee will meet at 212 River Dr on Thurs Nov. 4th at 6 PM.

V. Work Party Update:  TBD.  E-vite for the work party so we know how many will help make cutting boards at Mark D’s.  

VI. Alternative Market:  The UU Church is not planning to hold an Alternative Holiday Market this year.  Sara will check with Sarah and Sally to see if we

could sponsor, organize and run the event at the church.  Motion made by Scott and seconded by Deb to explore this possibility.

VII. Sustainability Event at UWMC:  A spring forum on sustainability is planned for the spring (2011).  A keynote speaker will address the topic and break-out sessions will be used to address the topics of transportation, food systems, households and business practices.  A panel of speakers will provide a summary sectional.  Lou Pech (UWMC) and Mary Kluz (UW Ext Office) are organizing the event and will be contacting businesses, community leaders, religious and environmental groups about attending the forum.  The Commission’s role will be to help promote and organize the event.  In addition, we would arrange a display booth for our group.  Mary Rehwald, a leading organizer for the Ashland area’s effort to create a more sustainable community, was suggested as a possible keynoter.   

VIII. Planning Commission:  Sara, Brian and Scott attended the Wausau City Council Planning Commission meeting to discuss a revision of the City Code for recycling at special events.  After some discussion, Ed Gale made the motion to table the change until Wausau Area Events can be more involved in the process.  Brad Lenz and Kari Rasmussen will be contacted and together we will work to bring the revisions back to the Planning Commission later this year.
IX. New Ideas:  Sara challenged the group/all Commission members to come up with ideas that we should work on.  These ideas should be sent to Sara (via e-mail) or brought to the next meeting for discussion.  One of the new ideas is to move the Commission into a larger, regional organization – the Metropolitan Planning Organization.  This group would include representatives of Wausau and surrounding municipalities and is currently working on regional transportation issues.  The MPO will discuss this idea at their next meeting.  If accepted it would address “sustainability” issues as part of its efforts in the region.  Fred will be working with Dave Mack, County Zoning Administrator (also co-chair of the Bike and Pedestrian Comm) on this proposal.  Other new ideas for action are up to the group – bring them on….

X. Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:54 PM.  The next meeting is scheduled for Mon, NOVEMEBER 8th at 5:30 PM at City Hall.  A December social and meeting will be discussed in November.  Please try to attend if possible.

