Commission for a Greener Tomorrow

October 24, 2011

Minutes

Call to Order at 5:34 PM.

Role Call included Commission members Brian Bushnell, Mark Duginske, Fred Heider, Scott Miles and Debra Weiss.  Paul Grewe was not present.  Others attending were Brad Lenz, Judith Miller, Pat Peckham (City Pages), Anders Tiete and Mayor Jim Tipple.

Review activities/action of the Commission.  Fred H presented a “historical perspective (2007-2011) of the Commission’s work.  It noted activities and projects completed during this time in the Wausau area.  In summary, the Commission was founded in 2007 to help create an eco-municipality that would “…reduce waste, promote sustainable lifestyles, adopt more environmentally friendly practices and help save money when possible.”  Some of these objectives were met by the City of Wausau’s adoption of an eco-municipality resolution in 2009 and the Commission’s work at the N2N “Clean It Up Wausau” recycling events in 2009 and 2010 and the give away of compact fluorescent light bulbs in 2008.  Others remain works in progress in Wausau and the surrounding communities.  Most recently, the sustainability forum held in May 2011 attracted few new individuals to our Facebook friend’s list.  It was hoped that this forum at UWMC would energize and attract community members to move ahead on additional projects.  This did not result.  Mayor Tipple spoke about the accomplishments he has seen in the city and county because of the Commission’s work.  Bike racks on buses and in the downtown area is a result of the “greener” thinking that has taken place over the past few years.  He stated that the Commission has created a greater awareness on the issues of sustainability and will continue as city departments consider using electric vehicles for parking inspections.  Brian spoke to the mayor’s question about the grant provided to start the Commission in 2007.  That grant was for education and awareness and that had been used by the Commission in a variety of programs.  Mark discussed his activities with the Commission and the successful “cutting board” project that brought in additional money for the Commission.  He would like to see additional projects (such as his CVA –Historical Society Butternut Tree Project) to demonstrate more sustainable lifestyles.  For example, a new table in the reception area of City Hall is being planned using wood from trees taken from Marathon Park.  Judith had questions about how the Commission made themselves known and had ideas about how to further promote the group.

Discussion of dispersing Commission’s funds was brief because Paul G was not present.  Some money allocated for the community gardens was not done because the season had already begun.  

Discussion about decommissioning the group included ending the Commission, mothballing it, or allowing new people to step forward to lead the Commission.  Several Commission members expressed their intent to resign from their leadership positions as of this meeting.  Deb W offered to become the Commission’s new leader.  Other issues included in this discussion involved the problem of so few people being involved, the relationship to the City of Wausau and how that makes people view the Commission, the lack of other communities interest in the Commission, etc.  A motion recommending the Commission go “inactive” was made and later withdrawn.  Fred H, Brian B and Scott M resigned their leadership positions with Deb Weiss stepping forward as new chairwoman.  Next meeting TBA based on how long it takes to have the website, email list and other Commission "media" turned over to her.

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 PM was made by Scott M and seconded by Brian B.  The motion passed. 

