
Meeting of the: 
COMMISSION FOR A GREENER TOMORROW AD-HOC COMMITTEE

Location:
City Hall – Birch Room

Date/Time:
Monday, May 10, 2010

Officers Attending:
Paul Grewe, Sara Hinz, Deb Weiss

Others Attending:
Brian Bushnell, Mark Duginske, Bob Karls, Mary Kluz, Scott Miles, Cindy Owen, Lou Pech, Loretta Ulmschneider.

Minutes

1.
Call to Order by Sara Hinz.

2.
Review of Minutes from 4/26/10.  Bob Karls made the motion to approve the minutes from the April 26,2010 meeting.  Brian Bushnell seconded.  Minutes approved.

3.
Committee Updates:

a.
N2N clean-up numbers:  Approx 990 vehicles brought items to the clean-up.  

“Good News” total of lbs of electronics = 70,600 lbs.

“Weller’s” total of scrap metal and tires = 18t of tires, 36 t of scrap metal.

“Goodwill” total lbs of items collected = 2500 lbs.  

These numbers indicate a great success in the clean-up efforts of the City! 

Volunteers from ATTIC and Huber release workers were essential to

helping the city work crews take in so many cars and items for re-cycling. 

Consideration is being given to doing this again in the fall.

b.
Applegate Terrace (Wausau) asked the Commission for help in giving a

presentation to their resident council on using less and living more sustainably.  Bob Karls volunteered to do this presentation on June 3rd.

4.
By-laws

There was discussion of whether we were abiding by our by-laws.  Specifically the membership meeting (to be held in Dec), action team structure and other provisions should be reviewed before the next meeting.  Deb W will check with the city on whether a membership fee is legal with a non-profit group and a group sponsored by the city.  She will also make some recommendations as to by-law revisions at our next meeting.

5.
Woman’s Community

Bob K contacted the City about the sale of produce bags to raise money for the Woman’s Community building project.  Bags will be sold at City Hall throughout the season when the Wausau Farmer’s Market is open.  Bob continues to seek other places to sell them.  After additional sites are set, they will be posted on our website.  

Cindy O reported that she was able to get County Market to give a $.05 discount for shoppers using cloth bags and an additional $.05 discount for the use of cloth produce bags.  

Motion made by Deb W and seconded by Paul G to approve $200 to purchase produce bags that will be on sale throughout the community.  Motion passed unanimously.

6.
Tree Cycling

Mark D has been cutting wood to be used in the construction of 6’x10’ playhouse.  This playhouse will be sold as part of the Commission’s contribution to the fall “Art from the Park” program.  The wood is now drying and several mid-June work dates will be scheduled to construct the playhouse.  Volunteers will be needed to make this project a success.

Also, the next cutting board wood is being readied and will be sold at “Art from the Park”.  The boards will be modeled after Japanese cutting boards which are solid pine.  They will be sanded and branded with a Commission label during June work dates.  Volunteers are needed.

The wood box program with the students from Maine School is nearing completion.  The boxes are assembled and decorated.  The writing portion is still to be completed.

Mark will bring wood samples and designs for the playhouse to a future meeting.

7.
Green Directory

Loretta U and Paul G discussed the creation of a Green Directory which would hi-lite products that are produced locally and also products and materials that if used would lead to living more sustainable lives.  The idea of pulling together groups that are working a sustainable living was discussed.  The regional Central WI Alliance for Sustainability is trying to do this for the region, but as noted in the Farm Fresh Atlas, Wausau was not fully represented.  Deb W will contact that group to see if we can get better coverage of the things going on in the Wausau area.  If you know of groups in the area that are doing this please contact Paul G.  Loretta and Paul will continue to work on this project.  Send info on green groups or practices to Paul G at:  paulgrewe1@gmail.com. 

Mary K (UW-Extension) and Lou Pech (UWMC) discussed plans for a Public Policy forum devoted to sustainability.  Trying to move this concept along and how best to do that was the question they posed.  There were many good comments and ideas mentioned during this discussion.  The ideas coming back from the UW –Fox River meeting were what does our community need to work on to move to the next step.  The Eco-Municipality resolution passed by City Council was a first step.  Book 

discussions of The Natural Step was a second step.  Where should we go next – city departments?  General population?  Special events or programs?  Have we decided our salmon? (What is the most important item for our community is willing to address?)  Discussion points included the smallness of our group and its energy level to do something that would have a community-wide impact; special events or speakers that could generate more interest and membership in our group (Michael Polan, movie nights, etc.); promoting green technology with “how to” programs that demonstrate money savings or job opportunities was mentioned; working with city department heads to promote sustainable practices was another idea – this effort would emphasize policy efforts and could include other municipalities to see what they are doing to promote sustainable practices.  Mary K and Lou P will contact Brian B as our representative to discuss this question and determine what role the Commission will have in this effort. 

(Mary will also check with Anne Michelson about running a “Natural Step” training program at St Anne’s Church.)

8.
Green Teams 

Organic shirts were displayed and Bob K will follow-up with prices for the different material.  This will be placed on the next agenda for further discussion.  The idea of designating recycling containers with labels for plastic or glass with duct tape will be passed on to Wausau Area Events.

9.
MREA BUS

Tickets have arrived for the MREA Energy Fair.  Sara H will line up the bus and tickets and media releases will be set up this week.  The distribution point will be the Downtown Grocery Store (Third St, Wausau) and cost $10 for the day pass.  The Commission will sponsor a free bus that will leave NTC at 8AM on Sat, June 19th and return to Wausau by approx 6:30.  Programs for the Energy Fair are being printed and will be placed at the Downtown Grocery Store as soon as they are available.  For more info contact Scott M at 241-9304 or scottmiles1@charter.net.

10.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 PM.  The next meeting will be on May 24th at 

                  5:30 PM at City Hall.


